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To authorize the United States Postal Service to carry out emergency suspen-

sions of post offices in accordance with certain procedures, and for
other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 23, 2017
Mrs. McCaskiLL (for herself and Mr. MORAN) introduced the following bill;
which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs
SEPTEMBER 4, 2018
Reported by Mr. JOINSON, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To authorize the United States Postal Service to carry out
emergency suspensions of post offices in accordance with
certain procedures, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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4 ‘v] on inclade & | . at whiel

the proviston and regular servieine of a Chaster
Box Fait feoronds krowt as o BT by the

“B) the term ‘discontinuanee’ means &

contittanee of a post offtee under subseeton

L the term  ‘emereeney  suspenston”

*S 1204 RS



O o0 N N W B W =

| \O JEE \© R \O R \O B O B e T e e e e e e e e
A LW PO = O VWV 0 N O R WD = O

Q
(3}

fice: wit oHowine di : o

*S 1204 RS

termination of a lease or rental agreement

wmath or
“1 a lack of adeguate measures to
and



O o0 N N W B W =

| \O 2N \© R O R \O B O B N e T e e e e T e e e e
A LW O = O VOV 0 N O R WD = O

4
= does not tetde o post offee
braneh or station:
mmplement an emereeney suspenston of a post offtee
633 NorrrearoN—7H a Distriet Manaeer -
plements an emergeney suspension of & post offtee;
inchudine

*S 1204 RS



O o0 N N W B W =

| \O 2NN \© R \© R O I O B e e e e e T e e e e
A LW PO = O VOV 0 N O R WD = O

B)
of the Postal Servtees
aret

melade—

stot;



O o0 N N Bk W =

O TN NG I N T NS I NS R NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
b A W D= O 0 NN NN R, WD = O

6

Ay Iy eERaE—H a Distriet Manager
mmplements an emergeney suspenston of a post

I the Postal Serviee appears hkely to make a
econtinte a post office that is under an emer-
tee mnder sabparagraph (%) of this paragraph
= SRy REesstea i —H e Pttt
Manager tmplements an emergeney suspension of a

*S 1204 RS



O o0 N N W B W

[\© TN NG T N T NG I NG I NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
b A W D= O 0 NN NN R, WD = O

7
A By GRvERt—ot hater than H9
ager tmplements an emergeney suspension of a
post office; the Distriet Manaeger shall form a
=14 MeBths—F e tietthbers of o sts-
eraHons or a destenee:
S o Pepresertrtive from the 1ot
a post offtee staffed by a postimaster; State
vote of a majority of the members of the sus-
teamt for o post office shall conduet o stte st
to the post offfees

*S 1204 RS



O o0 N N B W =

| \O IR \© R \O B \O N O N N e e e e e T e e e e
A W O = O O 0NN N N R WD = O

*S 1204 RS

fice staffed by a postmaster; the suaspen-

Ql
JK

of & post office eontinte; the Distriet Man-
ager shal—

YD not later than 10 days after

being notified of that recommenda-



O o0 N N B W =

[\© TN NG T N T NG I NG I NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
L A W D= O O NN N N R, WD = O

*S 1204 RS

9

sERVCE—H & Distriet Manager pubhishes
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with a suffictent amount of time {as defined 1
that sabparagraph) to alow for likely eomple-

I as of 30 days before the expiration of a lease
or rental agreement for a post offtee; the Dis-
with the lesser to extend the lease or rental
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agreement; and
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“HAY the mames telephone ne

tHon-
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best efforts to enter to a new lease or rental
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after the expiration of a lease or rental aeree-
ment for a post offiee; the Pistriet Manaeer 18

tthable to exeeute & new lease or rental agree-
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SO iitiate diseortit pro-

fer—H a Distriet Manager publishes and sub-
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pired; shall develop and publish a plan to
establish & temporary loeation from which
toHA-

apply to any emergeney suspension of a pest eofftee
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Post Office Discontinu-
ance Accountability Act of 2018”.

SEC. 2. EMERGENCY SUSPENSIONS OF POST OFFICES.

Section 404(d) of title 39, United States Code, 1is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(7)(A) The Postal Service may temporarily suspend
operations at a post office if the Postal Service follows the
procedures set forth in subchapter 61 of Postal Service
Handbook PO-101.

“(B) If the lease or rental agreement for a post office

expires, and the Postal Service does not reasonably expect
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to reach a new lease or rental agreement, the Postal Service
shall notify affected customers of the possible suspension of
the post office in accordance with section 613.3 of Postal
Service Handbook PO-101.

“(C) If a post office has been suspended for not less
than 1 year, any person served by the post office may file
an appeal with the Postal Regulatory Commaission. On re-

view, the Commassion may consider the suspension to be
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an action that 1s subject to the procedures required under

[a—
S

paragraphs (1) through (6) unless—

[E—
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“(1) the Postal Service demonstrates that—

[S—
[\

“(I) the need for a suspension under sub-

[a—
W

chapter 61 of Postal Service Handbook PO-101
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N

continues to exist; and

[S—
()}

“(II) the Postal Service is complying with

[a—
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the applicable procedures under subchapter 61 of

[S—
~

Postal Service Handbook PO-101; or

[S—
o0

“(in) the Commassion has already established a

[a—
O

process for resolving the suspension of the post office.

[\
)

“(D) If the Postal Service demonstrates the need for
21 a continued suspension under subparagraph (C)(i), the

22 Postal Service shall—

23 “(1) conduct a community meeting to—
24 “(I) explain the circumstances of the sus-
25 pension and obtain customer opinion about al-
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ternate service im a manner similar to the com-
munity meeting described wn part 714 of Postal
Service Handbook PO-101; and
“(II) present the plan of action to restore
service required under part 618 of Postal Service
Handbook PO-101; and
“(11) pertodically update the affected community
if service 1s not restored in accordance with the plan
described in clause (v)(I1) of this subparagraph.
“(E) The Postal Service shall consult with the Postal

Regulatory Commission in making any changes to suspen-

ston procedures in Postal Service Handbook PO-101.

“(F) In this paragraph—

“(1) the term ‘Postal Service Handbook PO-101’
means the document titled ‘Postal Service-Operated
Retail Facilities Discontinuance Guide’ (Handbook
PO-101), published by the Postal Service in October
2012, or any appropriate successor to that document;
and

“(11) a reference to a provision of Postal Service
Handbook PO-101 shall be deemed to include any ap-

propriate successor to that provision.”.
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