LAWRENCE J. HOGAN, JR., Governor Ch. 334

Chapter 334
(House Bill 296)

AN ACT concerning

Interim-and Temporary Protective Orders — Electronic Filing and Video
Conferencing Hearings

FOR the purpose of authorizing a petitioner receiving medical treatment at a hospltal er

an—urgent-eare-eenter to electronically file a petition for an=nt
era temporary protect1ve order whlle at the hospltal e%%%e&-e%ee&ter #eq%%%g

eiresmstanees requiring certam hosmtals to refer certam petltloners to certaln
programs; authorizing a petitioner to electronically file a petition for a temporary
protective order from certain programs and centers; and generally relating to
protective orders.

BY adding to

Article — Family Law

Section 4-505.1

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2019 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Family Law

4-505.1.

(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

(2) “CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER” MEANS A CENTER ESTABLISHED
UNDER § 11-928 OF THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE ARTICLE.

(3) “FILE ELECTRONICALLY” MEANS TO SEND, COMMUNICATE,
RECEIVE, OR STORE BY ELECTRONIC MEANS.
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(4) “HOSPITAL” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN § 19-301 OF THE
HEALTH — GENERAL ARTICLE.

(5) “VULNERABLE ADULT PROGRAM” MEANS:

(I) A PROGRAM IMPLEMENTED UNDER § 14-201 OF THIS
ARTICLE; OR

(I) ANY PROGRAM THAT RECEIVES FEDERAL OR STATE
FUNDING TO PREVENT ABUSE OF OR ASSIST VULNERABLE ADULTS.

(B) A PETITIONER MAY FILE ELECTRONICALLY A PETITION FOR A
TEMPORARY PROTECTIVE ORDER WITH A COURT FROM:

(1) ADOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION OR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM;
(2) A SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION OR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM;

(3) A HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION OR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM;
(4) A CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER;

(5) A VULNERABLE ADULT PROGRAM;

(6) A HOSPITAL WHERE THE PETITIONER IS RECEIVING MEDICAL
TREATMENT, WHILE THE PETITIONER IS AT THE HOSPITAL; OR

(7) ANOTHER LOCATION APPROVED BY THE COURT.

(C) THE HOSPITAL SHALL REFER THE PETITIONER FILING A PETITION ON
THE GROUNDS OF:

(1) DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:

I TO A HOSPITAL-BASED DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION
OR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM; OR

(I) IF THERE IS NOT A HOSPITAL-BASED DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
PREVENTION OR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, TO A COMMUNITY-BASED DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE PREVENTION OR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM; AND

(2) SEXUAL ASSAULT TO A COMMUNITY-BASED SEXUAL ASSAULT
PREVENTION OR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.
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(D) A COURT THAT RECEIVES A PETITION FILED ELECTRONICALLY IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THIS SECTION SHALL HOLD A HEARING ON THE PETITION
THROUGH THE USE OF VIDEO CONFERENCING ON:

(1) THE SAME BUSINESS DAY IF THE PETITION IS FILED DURING
REGULAR COURT HOURS AND THE COURT IS OPEN; OR

(2) THE NEXT BUSINESS DAY THE COURT IS OPEN IF THE PETITION IS
NOT FILED DURING REGULAR COURT HOURS.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Maryland Judiciary shall
develop a method to recelve electronlcally filed petitions and hold video conferencing
hearings for interim—pretee : : d temporary protective order petitions to
facilitate the 1mplementat10n of Section 1 of this Act.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2022.

Approved by the Governor, May 12, 2022.



