WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 763

Chapter 763

(House Bill 1066)

AN ACT concerning

Commission on Behavioral Health Care Treatment and Access - Membership
and Workgroups

FOR the purpose of 3 2 3

: requiring the Comm1ss10n on Behav1ora1 Health Care
Treatment and Access to establish a workgroup on the improvement of health, social,
and economic outcomes related to substance use; and generally relating to the
Commission on Behavioral Health Care Treatment and Access.

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Health — General
Section 13—4802
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2023 Replacement Volume and 2024 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Health — General
Section +3—4803-and 13-4806
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2023 Replacement Volume and 2024 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Health - General

13—4802.

There 1s a Commission on Behavioral Health Care Treatment and Access, which
shall meet jointly with the Behavioral Health Advisory Council.
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13—4806.

(a) The Commission shall establish the following workgroups:
(1) Geriatric behavioral health;

(2)  Youth behavioral health, individuals with developmental disabilities,
and individuals with complex behavioral health needs;

(3)  Criminal justice—involved behavioral health; [and]

(4) Behavioral health workforce development, infrastructure, coordination,
and financing; AND

(5) IMPROVEMENT OF HEALTH, SOCIAL, AND ECONOMIC OUTCOMES
RELATED TO SUBSTANCE USE.

(B) THE WORKGROUP REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (A)(5) OF THIS
SECTION SHALL:

(1) EVALUATE AND REVIEW:

(1) THE AVAILABILITY, AFFORDABILITY, AND ACCESSIBILITY
OF TREATMENT FOR SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER AND RECOVERY SUPPORT
SERVICES, INCLUDING HOUSING AND EMPLOYMENT SERVICES, IN THE STATE;

(I1) THE NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE
DIRECTED TO SERVICES DESCRIBED IN ITEM (I) OF THIS ITEM BY THE CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM OF THE STATE;

(I11) THE HEALTH OUTCOMES AFTER RECEIVING SERVICES
DESCRIBED IN ITEM (I) OF THIS ITEM DISAGGREGATED BY WHETHER THE SERVICES
WERE SOUGHT VOLUNTARILY OR MANDATED BY THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM OF
THE STATE;

(Iv) THE IMPACT OF CURRENT CRIMINAL JUSTICE
INVOLVEMENT RELATED TO SUBSTANCE USE IN THE STATE ON THE HEALTH AND
WELL-BEING OF INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITIES;
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(V) THE COST TO THE STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
RESULTING FROM CURRENT CRIMINAL JUSTICE INVOLVEMENT RELATED TO
SUBSTANCE USE IN THE STATE;

(Vi) THE EQUITABLE APPLICATION OF CURRENT CRIMINAL
JUSTICE INVOLVEMENT RELATED TO SUBSTANCE USE IN THE STATE;

(Vi) THE CURRENT RESEARCH ON THE EFFICACY OF
VOLUNTARY TREATMENT FOR SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER COMPARED TO
TREATMENT MANDATED BY CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEMS, INCLUDING CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEMS OUTSIDE THE STATE; AND

(VIII) THE AVAILABILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY OF DATA ON THE
ISSUES ENUMERATED IN THIS ITEM; AND

(2) EVALUATE AND REVIEW THE DEPARTMENT’S REGULATIONS ON
THE STANDARDS FOR THE DISCHARGE OF PATIENTS FROM SUBSTANCE USE
TREATMENT PROGRAMS TO ASSESS WHETHER THE STANDARDS ADEQUATELY
CONSIDER THE PATIENT’S MENTAL HEALTH OR SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER
DIAGNOSIS AND THE IMPACT OF THE DISCHARGE STANDARDS ON THE PATIENT; AND

£ (3) () MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON CHANGES TO STATE
LAWS, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES NEEDED TO MITIGATE THE HARMS RELATED TO
THE CRIMINALIZATION OF SUBSTANCE USE WITH THE GOAL OF IMPROVING THE
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY OF RESIDENTS OF THE STATE; AND

(I) MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON CHANGES TO STATE LAWS,
POLICIES, AND PRACTICES RELATED TO THE DISCHARGE OF PATIENTS FROM
SUBSTANCE USE TREATMENT PROGRAMS TO CONSIDER THE PATIENT’S MENTAL
HEALTH OR SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER DIAGNOSIS IN MAKING AN APPROPRIATE
PLACEMENT.

[)] (C) The workgroups established under subsection (a) of this section shall
meet at least two times per year at the times and places determined by the workgroup.

[(©)] (D) The workgroups established under subsection (a) of this section shall
include members of the Commission and may include individuals invited by the
Commission or the Behavioral Health Advisory Council to serve on the workgroup.

[(D] (E) On or before July 1 each year, beginning in 2024, the workgroups
established under subsection (a) of this section shall report and make recommendations to
the Commission and the Behavioral Health Advisory Council.



WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 763

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2025.

Approved by the Governor, May 20, 2025.



