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117TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. RES. 607 

Condemns President Biden’s failure to heed the advice of military and intel-

ligence advisors about the speed and nature of the Taliban offensive, 

leading to a disorganized, chaotic, and abrupt evacuation of United 

States personnel and Afghan allies. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AUGUST 24, 2021 

Mr. WALTZ (for himself, Mr. MCCARTHY, Mr. SCALISE, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. 

MCCAUL, Mr. CARL, Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. 

GARCIA of California, Mr. STEUBE, Mr. KELLER, Mr. HAGEDORN, Mr. 

CRENSHAW, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. MAST, Mr. CHABOT, 

Mr. BUCK, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr. HERN, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. 

RESCHENTHALER, Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio, Mr. DIAZ- 

BALART, Mr. MEUSER, Mr. CAWTHORN, Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. PALAZZO, 

Ms. SALAZAR, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mrs. MCCLAIN, Mr. 

BALDERSON, Mr. KUSTOFF, Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mrs. 

CAMMACK, Mr. BANKS, Mr. WALBERG, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. 

MCHENRY, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mrs. FISCHBACH, Mr. JOHN-

SON of Ohio, Mr. LONG, Mr. ARRINGTON, Mr. MURPHY of North Caro-

lina, Mr. MOORE of Alabama, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. BOST, Mr. 

MOONEY, Mr. CLYDE, Mr. HICE of Georgia, Mr. LATTA, Ms. LETLOW, 

Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. LATURNER, Mr. ISSA, Mr. JACKSON, Mr. ROGERS 

of Kentucky, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. BABIN, Mr. MANN, Mr. C. SCOTT 

FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. JACOBS of New 

York, Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. VALADAO, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. HILL, 

Mr. MOOLENAAR, Ms. FOXX, Mr. PENCE, Mr. GALLAGHER, Mrs. 

HARSHBARGER, Mrs. HARTZLER, Mr. EMMER, Mr. SMUCKER, Mr. 

STAUBER, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr. HUIZENGA, Mr. NUNES, Mr. 

FITZPATRICK, Mr. NORMAN, Mr. SMITH of Missouri, Mr. FERGUSON, Mr. 

LOUDERMILK, Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, Mr. BUDD, Mr. BURCHETT, 

Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mrs. SPARTZ, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. POSEY, Mr. 

CLINE, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. 

LAMALFA, Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, Mr. FEENSTRA, Mr. 

COMER, Mr. BENTZ, Mr. ESTES, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. GUEST, Mr. 

SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. LUCAS, Mr. MEIJER, Mr. STEWART, Ms. MACE, 

Mr. AMODEI, Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia, Mr. 

UPTON, Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. 

WENSTRUP, Mr. RICE of South Carolina, Mrs. LESKO, Mr. RODNEY 
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DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. STEIL, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. BACON, Mr. 

COLE, Mrs. KIM of California, Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. 

BRADY, Mr. GARBARINO, Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. 

HOLLINGSWORTH, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr. BARR, Mr. PALMER, Mr. LAM-

BORN, Mr. KATKO, Ms. CHENEY, and Mr. WEBER of Texas) submitted 

the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 

Affairs 

RESOLUTION 

Condemns President Biden’s failure to heed the advice of 

military and intelligence advisors about the speed and 

nature of the Taliban offensive, leading to a disorga-

nized, chaotic, and abrupt evacuation of United States 

personnel and Afghan allies. 

Whereas despite increasing Taliban violence in the first three 

months of 2021 and intelligence that the Taliban and al- 

Qaida were maintaining close ties, on April 14, 2021, 

President Biden announced a full United States troop 

withdrawal from Afghanistan by September 11, 2021; 

Whereas in his April 14, 2021, announcement of full United 

States troop withdrawal, President Biden stated, ‘‘We 

will not conduct a hasty rush to the exit’’ and ‘‘We’ll do 

it responsibly, deliberately, and safely’’, and flatly denied 

the assessments from his own intelligence community 

about prospects for the fall of the government in Kabul; 

Whereas, on July 6, 2021, the United States military with-

drew from Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan, reportedly 

without notifying the base’s new Afghan commander; 

Whereas, on July 8, 2021, President Biden said that ‘‘there’s 

going to be no circumstance where you see people being 

lifted off the roof of an embassy of the United States 

from Afghanistan’’, adding ‘‘the likelihood there’s going 
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to be the Taliban overrunning everything and owning the 

whole country is highly unlikely’’ and moved up the Sep-

tember 11, 2021, withdrawal date to another arbitrary 

date of August 31, 2021; 

Whereas, on July 12, 2021, President Biden ordered 4-star 

General Austin Miller, Commander of NATO’s Resolute 

Support Mission and United States Forces-Afghanistan, 

to relinquish his position and depart Afghanistan, leaving 

the remaining United States presence without a seasoned 

leader in the face of a growing Taliban offensive; 

Whereas, on August 6, 2021, the first Provincial capital, 

Zaranj, fell to the Taliban since the signing of the United 

States-Taliban agreement, leading to a violent onslaught 

of offensives throughout other Provinces; 

Whereas, on August 15, 2021, the United States Embassy in 

Kabul was evacuated and Taliban fighters soon stood 

outside chanting ‘‘Death to America’’; 

Whereas, as of August 23, 2021, the Department of State 

and Department of Defense were unable to provide the 

number of United States citizens and lawful permanent 

residents (LPRs) remaining in Afghanistan, including the 

status of Mark Frerichs who is held hostage, an estimate 

of how long it will take to evacuate this number of citi-

zens and LPRs, and what efforts are being made to se-

cure their return to the United States; and 

Whereas the Biden administration received countless letters, 

calls, and oversight questions from bipartisan Members of 

Congress over the last 7 months on plans for the with-

drawal that received minimal response: Now, therefore, 

be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 1
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(1) condemns President Biden’s failure to heed 1

the advice of military and intelligence advisors about 2

the speed and nature of the Taliban offensive, lead-3

ing to a disorganized, chaotic, and abrupt evacuation 4

of United States personnel and Afghan allies; 5

(2) condemns President Biden’s inability to 6

present a coherent plan to prevent a Taliban take-7

over or prepare for the long-term counterterrorism 8

effects of a withdrawal, to effectively plan for the 9

evacuation of United States citizens, or to ade-10

quately respond to concerns from Congress about 11

the need to rapidly take steps to evacuate our Af-12

ghan allies following his announcement of full 13

United States troop withdrawal; 14

(3) condemns the damage done to United 15

States credibility, partnerships, and national security 16

by the President’s abandonment of our Afghan al-17

lies, failure to consult with our NATO partners, and 18

creation of a vacuum for terrorist networks and 19

other United States adversaries to thrive in; 20

(4) calls on the President to conduct a multi- 21

agency accounting of United States military equip-22

ment and other resources left behind in Afghanistan, 23

now in the hands of the Taliban or other groups, 24

and immediately present a clear plan to Congress of 25
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how he intends to fill the intelligence gaps created 1

by this chaotic withdrawal; and 2

(5) calls on the President to commit to main-3

taining the evacuation operation as long as nec-4

essary to safely evacuate any United States citizen, 5

lawful permanent resident, and Afghan partner that 6

requests evacuation assistance and to utilize all 7

United States military resources to ensure access to 8

Hamid Karzai International Airport remains open 9

and unobstructed. 10

Æ 
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