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HOUSE BILL 2378

By SextonJ

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 37;
Title 39 and Title 40, relative to jury instructions.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 39, Chapter 11, Part 2, is amended by
adding the following as a new section:

In all criminal proceedings, the court shall inform the jury of its right to judge the
facts and the application of the law in relation to the facts in controversy. At the request
of the defendant or the defendant's attorney, the court shall instruct the jury as follows:

If you have a reasonable doubt as to whether the state has proved any one or

more of the elements of the crime charged, you must find the defendant not

guilty. However, if you find that the state has proved all the elements of the
offense charged beyond a reasonable doubt, you should find the defendant
guilty. Even if you find that the state has proved all of the elements of the
offense charged beyond a reasonable doubt, you may still find that based upon
the facts of this case a guilty verdict will yield an unjust result, and you may find
the defendant not guilty.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2018, the public welfare requiring it.
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