WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 549

Chapter 549

(House Bill 731)

AN ACT concerning

Wildlife - Protections and Highway Crossings

FOR the purpose of establishing the Maryland Connectivity Coalition; establishing that
the State nghway Admlmstranon has flnal demsmn—makmg authorlty regardmg

requiring the State H1ghway Admlmstratlon to
1nclude certain 1nformat10n in each consolidated transportation plan of the State;

requiring a county or local jurisdiction to consider certain factors when enacting,

adopting, amending, or executing a comprehensive plan; and generally relating to
wildlife protection.

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Natural Resources
Section 10—2A—01(a), (d), and (1)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2023 Replacement Volume and 2024 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Natural Resources
Section 10—2A-06.2
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2023 Replacement Volume and 2024 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Land Use
Section 1-408 and 3-104
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2012 Volume and 2024 Supplement)




Ch. 549 2025 LAWS OF MARYLAND

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Natural Resources
10—-2A-01.
(a) In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated.

(d) (1) “Endangered species” means any species whose continued existence as
a viable component of the State’s wildlife or plants is determined to be in jeopardy.

(2) “Endangered species” includes any species of wildlife or plant
determined to be an “endangered species” pursuant to the Endangered Species Act.

d) “Threatened species” means any species of wildlife or plants which appears
likely, within the foreseeable future, to become endangered including any species of wildlife
or plant determined to be a “threatened species” pursuant to the Endangered Species Act.

10-2A-06.2.

(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

(2) “COALITION” MEANS THE MARYLAND CONNECTIVITY
COALITION.

(3) “ENDANGERED SPECIES” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN §
10-2A-01 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

S 4) “THREATENED SPECIES” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN §
10-2A-01 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

) (5) “WILDLIFE CONNECTIVITY” MEANS THE ABILITY OF
WILDLIFE TO MOVE FREELY BETWEEN HABITATS TO ACCESS RESOURCES, MAINTAIN
HEALTHY POPULATIONS, AND ADAPT TO ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES.
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€D (6) “WILDLIFE CROSSINGS” MEANS IMPROVEMENTS TO ROADS,
BRIDGES, OR HIGHWAYS DESIGNED TO IMPROVE WILDLIFE CONNECTIVITY OR TO
REDUCE COLLISIONS BETWEEN VEHICLES AND WILDLIFE.

(B) (1) THERE IS A MARYLAND CONNECTIVITY COALITION.

(2) THE PURPOSE OF THE COALITION IS TO FOSTER COLLABORATION
AMONG STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES, NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS,
AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS TO:

(1) PROTECT THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES FROM
HABITAT FRAGMENTATION THAT REDUCES ACCESS TO RESOURCES SUCH AS FOOD
OR POTENTIAL MATES;

(I) PROTECT MOTORISTS AND WILDLIFE IN THE STATE BY
REDUCING COLLISIONS BETWEEN VEHICLES AND WILDLIFE; AND

(I11) FACILITATE THE SHARING OF RESOURCES, DATA, AND
EXPERTISE RELATING TO WILDLIFE HABITAT CONNECTIVITY.

(3) THE COALITION CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS:

(1) THE SECRETARY OF NATURAL RESOURCES, OR THE
SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE;

(1) THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR, OR THE
ADMINISTRATOR’S DESIGNEE;

(I11) ONE MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, APPOINTED
BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE;

(Iv) ONE MEMBER OF THE SENATE OF MARYLAND, APPOINTED
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE; AND

(V)  REPRESENTATIVES OF ANY OTHER STATE AGENCIES,
FEDERAL AGENCIES, NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, REGIONAL
COALITIONS, OR PRIVATE ENTITIES SELECTED BY THE SECRETARY AND THE STATE
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR.

(4) THE STATE HIGHWAY  ADMINISTRATOR OR THE
ADMINISTRATOR’S DESIGNEE SHALL SERVE AS CHAIR OF THE COALITION.
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(5) THE DEPARTMENT AND THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
SHALL ADOPT RULES FOR THE COALITION, INCLUDING:

(1) MEMBERSHIP IN THE COALITION;

(I1) THE ROLE OF ANY NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
OR PRIVATE ENTITIES THAT ARE MEMBERS OF THE COALITION;

(111) THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LEADERSHIP OF
THE COALITION; AND

(Iv) MEETING RULES AND PROCEDURES.

) (6) (1) THE COALITION SHALL DEVELOP CRITERIA FOR
PRIORITIZING WILDLIFE CONNECTIVITY PROJECTS.

(I1) CRITERIA DEVELOPED UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (I) OF THIS
PARAGRAPH MAY INCLUDE:

1. LOCATIONS WITH A HIGH NUMBER OF COLLISIONS
BETWEEN VEHICLES AND WILDLIFE;

2. LOCATIONS WHERE HIGHWAYS DIVIDE THE HABITAT
OF THREATENED OR ENDANGERED SPECIES;

3. LOCATIONS WHERE WILDLIFE CROSSINGS COULD BE
DESIGNED TO FACILITATE MULTIPLE SPECIES;

4. EQUITY IN DISTRIBUTING FUNDS BETWEEN:
A. DIFFERENT REGIONS OF THE STATE; AND
B URBAN, SUBURBAN, AND RURAL AREAS; AND

5. ANY OTHER CRITERIA IDENTIFIED BY THE
COALITION.

) (7)) THE COALITION SHALL DEVELOP PERFORMANCE METRICS
TO EVALUATE THE SUCCESS OF FUNDED PROJECTS, INCLUDING:

(I) MEASURABLE OUTCOMES, SUCH AS REDUCTIONS IN
COLLISIONS BETWEEN VEHICLES AND WILDLIFE; AND

(1) ENHANCEMENTS TO HABITAT CONNECTIVITY.
—4—
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@ (8) () TuE EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBPARAGRAPH (II) OF
THIS PARAGRAPH, THE COALITION SHALL MEET QUARTERLY TO:

@ 1. SHARE NEW DATA, ANALYSES, AND RESEARCH;

gn 2. IDENTIFY ANY ADDITIONAL DATA, ANALYSES, OR
RESEARCH NEEDED;

a3 3. UPDATE THE MEMBERS ON THE STATUS OF PLANNED
OR ONGOING WILDLIFE CROSSINGS;

oy 4. IDENTIFY LOCATIONS WHERE ADDITIONAL WILDLIFE
CONNECTIVITY IS NEEDED; AND

63 5. MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON BISBURSEMENTS
FROM-THE EUND FUNDING FOR WILDLIFE CONNECTIVITY.

(I1) THE COALITION MAY CANCEL A MEETING FOR LACK OF AN

AGENDA.

) (9) THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION SHALL HAVE FINAL
DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY REGARDING ANY DECISION RELATING TO THE
PLACEMENT, FUNDING, OR DESIGN OF WILDLIFE CROSSINGS.

£9) (10) THE COALITION SHALL DEVELOP A WEBSITE AND PUBLISH
ON ITS WEBSITE:

(1) THE PURPOSE, HISTORY, AND MEMBERS OF THE
COALITION;

(I1) ANY CRITERIA USED FOR PRIORITIZING PROJECTS;

(II) ANY DATA, ANALYSES, OR RESEARCH RELEVANT TO THE
PURPOSE OF THE COALITION;

(Iv) COALITION MEETING AGENDAS AND MINUTES;

(V) INFORMATION TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ON THE
IMPORTANCE OF WILDLIFE CONNECTIVITY AND WILDLIFE CROSSINGS; AND

(vi) COMPLETED WILDLIFE CROSSINGS AND WILDLIFE
CROSSINGS UNDER DEVELOPMENT.
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&) (1) THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION SHALL REPORT ON
WILDLIFE CROSSINGS IN EACH CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION PLAN OF THE
STATE.
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(2) THE REPORT REQUIRED UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS
SUBSECTION SHALL INCLUDE:

(1) TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND EXPENDITURES FOR
WILDLIFE CROSSINGS;

(I1) WILDLIFE CROSSINGS PLANNED AND IN PROCESS; AND

(Il1) PERFORMANCE METRICS AND MEASURABLE OUTCOMES
EVALUATING THE SUCCESS OF COMPLETED WILDLIFE CROSSINGS.

@ (D) THE DEPARTMENT AND THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
MAY ADOPT REGULATIONS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS
SUBTITLE.

Article — Land Use
1-408.

(a) (1) A sensitive areas element shall include the goals, objectives, principles,
policies, and standards designed to protect sensitive areas from the adverse effects of
development.

(2) A CHARTER COUNTY SHALL CONSIDER WILDLIFE MOVEMENT AND
HABITAT CONNECTIVITY WHEN ENACTING, ADOPTING, AMENDING, OR EXECUTING
A PLAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 1-405 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

(b) (1) Beginning October 1, 2013, the Department of Natural Resources shall
provide a statewide forest resource inventory to local jurisdictions at least every 5 years,

to be available for the local comprehensive plan review by local jurisdictions required
under § 1-416(a) of this subtitle and § 3—-301(a) of this article.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING SHALL COORDINATE WITH THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE STATE HIGHWAY
ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE EACH CHARTER COUNTY WITH UPDATED
INFORMATION ON HABITAT CONNECTIVITY CONCERNS AND CURRENT AND
PLANNED WILDLIFE CROSSINGS.

(c) Before the plan is adopted, the Department of the Environment and the
Department of Natural Resources shall review the sensitive areas element to determine
whether the proposed plan is consistent with the programs and goals of the departments.

3—-104.



Ch. 549 2025 LAWS OF MARYLAND

(a) (1) A sensitive areas element shall include the goals, objectives, principles,
policies, and standards designed to protect sensitive areas from the adverse effects of
development.

(2) A LOCAL JURISDICTION SHALL CONSIDER WILDLIFE MOVEMENT
AND HABITAT CONNECTIVITY WHEN ENACTING, ADOPTING, AMENDING, OR
EXECUTING A PLAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 3-101 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

(b) (1) Beginning October 1, 2013, the Department of Natural Resources shall
provide a statewide forest resource inventory to local jurisdictions at least every 5 years,
to be available for the local comprehensive plan review by local jurisdictions required
under §§ 1-416(a) and 3—301(a) of this article.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING SHALL COORDINATE WITH THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE STATE HIGHWAY
ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE EACH LOCAL JURISDICTION WITH UPDATED
INFORMATION ON HABITAT CONNECTIVITY CONCERNS AND CURRENT AND
PLANNED WILDLIFE CROSSINGS.

(c) Before the plan is adopted, the Department of the Environment and the
Department of Natural Resources shall review the sensitive areas element to determine
whether the proposed plan is consistent with the programs and goals of the departments.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2025.

Approved by the Governor, May 13, 2025.
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