HOUSE BILL 578

R5 Tr1152
CF SB 338

By: Delegates Kramer, Carr, Barkley, Chang, Cullison, Fraser-Hidalgo, Gutierrez,
C. Howard, Jackson, Korman, Krimm, Morales, and Valentino-Smith

Introduced and read first time: January 30, 2017

Assigned to: Environment and Transportation

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
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CHAPTER
AN ACT concerning

Vehicle Laws — Pedestrian Hybrid Signals Beacons
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s*gaa% establishing that a pedestrlan thI'ld beacon s a trafflc control 51gnal

establishing that certain provisions of law do not apply to pedestrian hybrid signals
beacons: authorizing the State Highway Administration or a local jurisdiction to
install a pedestrian hybrid beacon in accordance with a certain federal manual;
requiring the SteteHighwasy Administration to update a certain manual to conform
with the provisions of this Act within a certain period of time; defining “pedestrian
hybrid sigmel beacon”’; making stylistic and conforming changes; and generally
relating to pedestrian hybrid siersads beacons.

BY renumbering
Article — Transportation
Section 11-145.1
to be Section 11-145.2
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2012 Replacement Volume and 2016 Supplement)

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 HOUSE BILL 578

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Transportation
Section 23=30He)—21—201(a} ) and 21-202(a)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2012 Replacement Volume and 2016 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Transportation
Section 23=+01d—1-—21—201(e} 11-145.1, 21-202(n), and 21-204.2-aad-21—204-3
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2012 Replacement Volume and 2016 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Transportation
Section 11-168, 21-202(m), 23=2021- 21204, 24=209; and 21-502(a)-and-26—305()
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2012 Replacement Volume and 2016 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That Section(s) 11-145.1 of Article — Transportation of the Annotated Code of Maryland be
renumbered to be Section(s) 11-145.2.

SECTION % 2. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED
MARYLAND That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Transportation
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11-145.1.

“PEDESTRIAN HYBRID BEACON” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN THE MOST
RECENT EDITION OF THE FEDERAL MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL
DEVICES.

11-168.

(A) “Traffic control signal” means any traffic control device, whether manually,
electrically, or mechanically operated, by which traffic alternately is directed to stop and
permitted to proceed.

(B) “TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNAL” INCLUDES A PEDESTRIAN HYBRID
BEACON.

21-202.

(a) (1) Except for special pedestrian signals that carry a legend, where traffic
is controlled by traffic control signals that show different colored lights or colored lighted
arrows, whether successively one at a time or in combination, only the colors green, red,
and yellow may be used.

(2) These lights apply to drivers and pedestrians as provided in this
section.

(m) [Except for those provisions of this section that by their very nature cannot
apply, this section applies to a traffic control signal placed at a location other than an
intersection.] Each stop required by the signal shall be made at a sign or marking on the
pavement indicating where the stop shall be made or, if there is no sign or marking, at the
signal.

(N) (1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS SUBSECTION
AND FOR THOSE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION THAT BY THEIR VERY NATURE
CANNOT APPLY, THIS SECTION APPLIES TO A TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNAL PLACED AT
A LOCATION OTHER THAN AN INTERSECTION.
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1 (2) THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO A PEDESTRIAN HYBRID
2 SIGNAL BEACON.
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(a) If a flashing red or yellow light is used in a traffic signal or with a traffic sign,
1t requires obedience by vehicular traffic as provided in this section.

(b) If a red lens 1s lit with rapid intermittent flashes, the driver of a vehicle shall
stop at the near side of the intersection at a clearly marked stop line.

(c) If a red lens is lit with rapid intermittent flashes, the driver of a vehicle shall
stop at the near side of the intersection, if there is no clearly marked stop line, before
entering any crosswalk.

(d) If a red lens is lit with rapid intermittent flashes, the driver of a vehicle shall
stop at the near side of the intersection, if there is no crosswalk, before entering the

intersection.

(e) The right to proceed after making the stop is subject to the rules applicable
after making a stop at a stop sign.

® If a yellow lens is lit with rapid intermittent flashes, the driver of a vehicle
may proceed through the intersection or past the signal only with caution.

(g)  This section does not apply at [any]:
(1)  Arailroad grade crossing; OR

(2) A PEDESTRIAN HYBRID SIGNAL BEACON.

21-204.2.
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HOUSE BILL 578 11

THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION AND A LOCAL JURISDICTION MAY
INSTALL A PEDESTRIAN HYBRID BEACON IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FEDERAL
MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES.

21-502.
(a) (1) This subsection does not apply where:

(1) A pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing is provided,
as described in § 21-503(b) of this subtitle; [or]

(i1) A traffic control signal is in operation; OR
(III) A PEDESTRIAN HYBRID SE&NAE BEACON IS IN OPERATION.

(2) The driver of a vehicle shall come to a stop when a pedestrian crossing
the roadway in a crosswalk is:

(1) On the half of the roadway on which the vehicle is traveling; or
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(i1)  Approaching from an adjacent lane on the other half of the
roadway.

SECTION £: 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the State Highway
Administration shall update the manual required under section 25-104 of the
Transportation Article to conform with the provisions of this Act within 90 days of the
effective date of this Act.

SECTION 3- 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2017.



