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HOUSE BILL 596

R2, J1 31r2528
CF SB 511

By: Belegate—Kerr Delegates Kerr, Pena—Melnyk, Cullison, Alston, Bagnall,
Bhandari, Guzzone, Hill, S. Johnson, Kaiser, R. Lewis, Lopez, Martinez,
Rosenberg, Taveras, White, and Woods

Introduced and read first time: February 3, 2023

Assigned to: Health and Government Operations

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 7, 2023

CHAPTER
AN ACT concerning
Health and Human Services Transportation Improvement Act of 2023

FOR the purpose of

Program: repealing a certaln cap on the amount of grants that may be awarded by
the Maryland Transit Administration under the Maryland Senior Rides Program;
repeahng a certain cap on funding for the J ob Access and Reverse Commute Program

3 = estabhshlng the State Coordlnatlng
Comrnlttee for Health and Human Serv1ces Transportation; and generally relating
to transportation for health and human services in the State.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Transportation
Section 7-1002
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2020 Replacement Volume and 2022 Supplement)

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 HOUSE BILL 596

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Transportation
Section 7-1102
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2020 Replacement Volume and 2022 Supplement)

BY repealing
Article — Transportation
Section 7-1107
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2020 Replacement Volume and 2022 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Transportation
Section 7-1107 and 7-1109
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2020 Replacement Volume and 2022 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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6 HOUSE BILL 596

Article - Transportation
7-1002.
(a) There is a Maryland Senior Rides Program in the Administration.

(b)  The purpose of the Program is to encourage regional providers to provide
door—to—door transportation for low—income to moderate—income seniors.

(c) The Administration shall award grants to qualified Program applicants, as
provided in § 7-1003 of this subtitle, for the operation of transportation services as specified
in this section.
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(d)  To be eligible for a grant under § 7—1003 of this subtitle, a Program applicant
shall:

(1) Provide door—to—door  transportation for low—income to
moderate—income seniors who have difficulty accessing or using other existing
transportation systems;

(2)  Use primarily volunteer drivers who drive their own vehicles;

(3) Use a dispatcher system to respond quickly to requests from
low—income to moderate—income seniors for door—to—door transportation; and

(4) Define a geographic area for which door—to—door transportation is
provided.

(e) A Program participant may provide door—to—door transportation to an eligible
senior who does not reside in the geographic area defined by the Program participant under
subsection (d)(4) of this section when applying to participate in the Program, so long as
service is not diminished to an eligible senior who does reside in the defined geographic
area.

3] A Program participant shall expend a matching fund of at least 25% of the

total capital or operating costs associated with providing door—to—door transportation for
low—income to moderate—income seniors.

(2) [The Administration may not award more than $500,000 in grants per year.

(h)] A Program participant may charge reasonable fees for door—to—door
transportation provided by the Program participant.

[G)] (H) Nothing in this section prohibits a Program participant from providing
services in addition to those described in subsection (d) of this section.

7—1102.
There is a Job Access and Reverse Commute Program in the Administration.
[7-1107.

Funds for the Program shall be as provided by the Governor in the State budget, not
to exceed $400,000 annually.]

7-1107.
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8 HOUSE BILL 596

THE GOVERNOR SHALL PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE PROGRAM IN THE STATE
BUDGET.

7-1109.

(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

(2) “STATE AGENCY” MEANS AN EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, AGENCY,
OR OFFICE OF THE STATE.

(3) “TRANSPORTATION-DISADVANTAGED” MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL
WHO QUALIFIES FOR FEDERALLY CONDUCTED OR FEDERALLY ASSISTED
TRANSPORTATION-RELATED PROGRAMS OR SERVICES, AS IMPLEMENTED AND
COORDINATED BY A STATE AGENCY, DUE TO DISABILITY, INCOME, OR ADVANCED
AGE.

(B) THERE IS A STATE COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES TRANSPORTATION.

() THE COMMITTEE CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS:
(1) THE SECRETARY, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE;

(2) THE SECRETARY OF HUMAN SERVICES, OR THE SECRETARY’S
DESIGNEE;

(3) THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE;
(4) THE SECRETARY OF AGING, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE;

(5) THE SECRETARY OF DISABILITIES, OR THE SECRETARY’S
DESIGNEE;

(6) THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT,
OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE;

(7) THE SECRETARY OF PLANNING, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE;

(8) THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS, OR THE SECRETARY’S
DESIGNEE;

(9) THE SECRETARY OF LABOR, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE;
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(10) THE DIRECTOR OF THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE FOR THE DEAF AND
HARD OF HEARING, OR THE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE;

(11) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE MARYLAND
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL, OR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S
DESIGNEE;

(12) THE EXECUTIVE BOARD CHAIR OF THE RURAL MARYLAND
COUNCIL, OR THE EXECUTIVE BOARD CHAIR’S DESIGNEE; AND

(13) ANY ADDITIONAL MEMBERS RECOMMENDED BY THE CHAIR OF
THE COMMITTEE AND APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR TO PROVIDE INPUT FROM
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, EMPLOYERS, AGENCIES, AND ORGANIZATIONS SERVING
PRIORITY POPULATIONS, TRANSPORTATION PROVIDERS, AND CONSUMERS FROM
PRIORITY POPULATIONS.

(D) (1) THE APPOINTED MEMBERS SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE
GOVERNOR.

(2) THE TERM OF AN APPOINTED MEMBER IS 3 YEARS.

(3) THE GOVERNOR MAY STAGGER THE TERMS OF THE APPOINTED
MEMBERS.

(E) THE SECRETARY, OR THE DESIGNEE OF THE SECRETARY, SHALL CHAIR
THE COMMITTEE.

(F) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE STAFF FOR THE COMMITTEE.
(G) A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE:

(1) MAY NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION AS A MEMBER OF THE
COMMITTEE; BUT

(2) IS ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES UNDER THE
STANDARD STATE TRAVEL REGULATIONS, AS PROVIDED IN THE STATE BUDGET.

(H) THE COMMITTEE SHALL:

(1) EXAMINE THE TRANSPORTATION NEEDS OF RESIDENTS OF THE
STATE WHO:

(I) ARE ELDERLY;
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10 HOUSE BILL 596
(I1) HAVE A DISABILITY; OR

(I11) REQUIRE TRANSPORTATION TO ACCESS JOBS, MEDICAL
AND OTHER HEALTH-RELATED APPOINTMENTS, SENIOR CITIZEN PROGRAMS, OR
OTHER PROGRAMS REQUIRING THE TRANSPORTATION OF INDIVIDUALS WHO
QUALIFY AS TRANSPORTATION-DISADVANTAGED;

(2) COORDINATE EFFORTS IN THE STATE TO PROVIDE QUALITY
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TRANSPORTATION SERVICES BY WORKING WITH
APPROPRIATE FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL AGENCIES, TRANSIT CONSUMERS, AND
TRANSPORTATION PROVIDERS, TO DEVELOP A COOPERATIVE AND COORDINATED
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM;

(3) CONDUCT AN INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES TRANSPORTATION PROVIDERS IN THE STATE;

(4) DEVISE A 5-YEAR HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
TRANSPORTATION PLAN THAT SETS GOALS AND OBJECTIVES TO HELP
TRANSPORTATION-DISADVANTAGED RESIDENTS OF THE STATE ACCESS JOBS,
EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAMS, HEALTH CARE SERVICES, AND OTHER
ACTIVITIES BY PROVIDING COST-EFFECTIVE, AFFORDABLE, HIGH-CAPACITY,
HIGH-QUALITY, EASILY UNDERSTOOD, AND SAFE AND ACCESSIBLE
TRANSPORTATION; AND

(5) () SERVE AS THE CLEARINGHOUSE FOR HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES TRANSPORTATION COORDINATION ISSUES IN THE STATE;

(I1) IDENTIFY AND FACILITATE RESOLUTION TO ISSUES
REGARDING HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TRANSPORTATION, BOTH LOCALLY AND
STATEWIDE;

(Il1) PARTICIPATE IN THE IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL
ALLOCATIONS OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TRANSPORTATION RESOURCES
DURING EMERGENCY EVACUATIONS;

(Iv) EVALUATE COST-SAVING MEASURES;

(V) INVESTIGATE THE NEED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
STANDARDS FOR VEHICLES AND DRIVERS WITHIN HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS; AND

(Vi) EXAMINE OTHER APPROPRIATE AREAS TO FACILITATE THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A QUALITY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TRANSPORTATION
SYSTEM IN THE STATE.
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(1) ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1 EACH YEAR, THE COMMITTEE SHALL
REPORT ON ITS ACTIVITIES TO THE GOVERNOR AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2-1257
OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2023.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.



