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CHAPTER _______
AN ACT concerning

Visual Impairments - Requirements for Feaeher School Personnel Training,
Student Screening, and Maryland Medical Assistance Program Coverage

: : requiring a vision
screening prov1ded to certaln students n pubhc schools to 1nclude the administration
of a computerized screening for visual impairments that includes, at a minimum,
certain tests; requiring the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to fund and
provide to certain county health departments the equ1pment for a certaln requlred
computenzed screemng for visual 1mpa1rments e : : : ey

, g : requiring the results of a certam computerized
screening for visual 1mpa1rments to be made part of a certain record, given to the
parents of certain students, and reported to certain entities; requiring a parent or
guardian to report, on a certain form, to certain entities on the recommended services
received by a student who may have possible symptoms of a visual impairment;
requiring the county board of education or the county health department to report to
the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene the results of computerized
screenings for visual impairments; exempting a student whose parent or guardian
objects to a certain vision screening on certain grounds from taking the screening;
requiring each county board of education, on or before a certain date, to require
certain school personnel to complete training on understanding and recognizing the

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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1 symptoms of visual impairments; requiring each county board to approve a course
2 that meets certain criteria; requiring certaln school personnel to complete certaln
3 training within a certaln perlod of time; # ke ks = e
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6 %éﬁ%éﬁ%a%% and generally relatmg to %e&%%le school personnel tramlng, student
7 screening, and medical coverage for visual impairments.
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13 BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,

14 Article — Education

15 Section 7-404

16 Annotated Code of Maryland

17 (2014 Replacement Volume and 2016 Supplement)
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28 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
29 That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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7-404.

(a) (1) () Each county board or county health department shall provide
hearing and vision screenings for all students in the public schools.

() 1. A VISION SCREENING SHALL INCLUDE THE
ADMINISTRATION OF A COMPUTERIZED SCREENING THAT IS DESIGNED TO DETECT
POSSIBLE SYMPTOMS OF VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS.

2. A COMPUTERIZED SCREENING FOR VISUAL
IMPAIRMENTS SHALL INCLUDE, AT MINIMUM, THE FOLLOWING TESTS:

A. INTERPUPILLARY DISTANCE;
B. FIXATION DURATION;

C. STATIC VISUAL ACUITY, MONOCULAR AND

BINOCULAR;
D. VON GRAEFE VERTICAL VERGENCE;
E. VON GRAEFE HORIZONTAL VERGENCE;
F. ACCOMMODATION AC/A;
G. CONVERGENCE;
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H. DIVERGENCE;

I. SUPRAVERGENCE;

J. INFRAVERGENCE;

K. EYE DOMINANCE;

L. COLOR DEFICIENCY, MONOCULAR AND BINOCULAR;
M. GRATINGS CONTRAST SENSITIVITY, MONOCULAR AND

BINOCULAR; AND

N. FIELD OF VIEW RANGE AND RECOGNITION, 30
DEGREE.

(2) (1) [Each] EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBPARAGRAPH (II) OF
THIS PARAGRAPH, EACH county health department shall provide and fund hearing and
vision screenings for all students:

[®)] 1. In any private school that has received a certificate of
approval under § 2—206 of this article; and

[GD)] 2. In any nonpublic educational facility in this State
approved as a special education facility by the Department.

(I1) THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE
SHALL FUND AND PROVIDE TO EACH COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT THE
EQUIPMENT FOR THE COMPUTERIZED SCREENING FOR VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS
REQUIRED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION.

®b) 1) @ fUnless}
PARAGRAPH-UNEESS evidence is presented that a student has been tested within the
past year, the screenings required under subsection (a) of this section shall be given in the
year that a student enters a school system, enters the first grade, and enters the eighth or
ninth grade.

(2) Further screening shall be done in accordance with:
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(1) The bylaws adopted by the State Board; or

(1)  Policies adopted by a county board or a county health
department.

(c) The results of the hearing and vision screenings AND COMPUTERIZED
SCREENING FOR VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS required by this section shall be:

(1) Made a part of the permanent record file of each student;
(2)  Given to the parents of any student who [fails]:
(I)  FAILS the screenings; OR

(II) MAY HAVE POSSIBLE SYMPTOMS OF A VISUAL IMPAIRMENT;
and

3) Reported to the county board or the county health department.

(d) On a form provided by the county board or the county health department, a
parent or guardian shall report to the county board or the county health department on the
recommended services received by a student who failed the screenings OR WHO MAY HAVE
POSSIBLE SYMPTOMS OF A VISUAL IMPAIRMENT.

(e) The county board or the county health department shall report to the
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene the results of the hearing and vision screenings
AND COMPUTERIZED SCREENINGS FOR VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS and, to the extent
practicable, the number of students receiving the recommended services.

® In cooperation with the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the
Department of Education shall adopt standards, rules, and regulations to carry out the
provisions of this section.

(2) A student whose parent or guardian objects in writing to hearing and vision
screening OR A COMPUTERIZED SCREENING FOR VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS on the ground
that it conflicts with the tenets and practice of a recognized church or religious
denomination of which he is an adherent or member may not be required to take these
screenings.

(H) (1) ON OR BEFORE JULY 1, 2018, EACH COUNTY BOARD SHALL
REQUIRE SCHOOL PERSONNEL WHO CONDUCT VISION SCREENINGS FOR STUDENTS
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS SECTION TO COMPLETE TRAINING ON UNDERSTANDING
AND RECOGNIZING THE SYMPTOMS OF VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS, INCLUDING VISUAL
PROCESSING DISORDERS AND BINOCULAR PROCESSING DISORDERS.
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(2) EACH COUNTY BOARD SHALL APPROVE A COURSE REQUIRED
UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION THAT:

I IS DESIGNED FOR EDUCATORS;

(I1) HAS BEEN IN USE FOR AT LEAST 5 YEARS; AND

(Il1) IS TAKEN ONLINE AND COMPLIES WITH § 508 OF THE
FEDERAL REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973.

(3) NEW SCHOOL PERSONNEL REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THE
TRAINING UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION SHALL COMPLETE THE
TRAINING WITHIN 2 YEARS AFTER THE DATE OF HIRE.
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1
2
3 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
4 1,2017.
Approved:
Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.



