As Introduced

134th General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 648

2021-2022
Representative Pavliga

A BILL

To amend sections 2151.23 and 2301.03 of the
Revised Code to expand the jurisdiction of the

Portage County Domestic Relations Court.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 2151.23 and 2301.03 of the

Revised Code be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 2151.23. (A) The juvenile court has exclusive

original jurisdiction under the Revised Code as follows:

(1) Concerning any child who on or about the date
specified in the complaint, indictment, or information is
alleged to have violated section 2151.87 of the Revised Code or
an order issued under that section or to be a juvenile traffic
offender or a delinquent, unruly, abused, neglected, or
dependent child and, based on and in relation to the allegation
pertaining to the child, concerning the parent, guardian, or
other person having care of a child who is alleged to be an
unruly child for being an habitual truant or who is alleged to
be a delinquent child for violating a court order regarding the
child's prior adjudication as an unruly child for being an

habitual truant;
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(2) Subject to divisions (G), (I), (K), and (V) of section
2301.03 of the Revised Code, to determine the custody of any

child not a ward of another court of this state;

(3) To hear and determine any application for a writ of

habeas corpus involving the custody of a child;

(4) To exercise the powers and jurisdiction given the
probate division of the court of common pleas in Chapter 5122.
of the Revised Code, if the court has probable cause to believe
that a child otherwise within the jurisdiction of the court is a
mentally ill person subject to court order, as defined in

section 5122.01 of the Revised Code;

(5) To hear and determine all criminal cases charging

adults with the violation of any section of this chapter;

(6) To hear and determine all criminal cases in which an
adult is charged with a violation of division (C) of section
2919.21, division (B) (1) of section 2919.22, section 2919.222,
division (B) of section 2919.23, or section 2919.24 of the
Revised Code, provided the charge is not included in an
indictment that also charges the alleged adult offender with the
commission of a felony arising out of the same actions that are
the basis of the alleged violation of division (C) of section
2919.21, division (B) (1) of section 2919.22, section 2919.222,
division (B) of section 2919.23, or section 2919.24 of the

Revised Code;

(7) Under the interstate compact on juveniles in section

2151.56 of the Revised Code;

(8) Concerning any child who is to be taken into custody
pursuant to section 2151.31 of the Revised Code, upon being

notified of the intent to take the child into custody and the
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reasons for taking the child into custody;

(9) To hear and determine requests for the extension of
temporary custody agreements, and requests for court approval of
permanent custody agreements, that are filed pursuant to section

5103.15 of the Revised Code;

(10) To hear and determine applications for consent to

marry pursuant to section 3101.04 of the Revised Code;

(11) Subject to divisions (G), (I), (K), and (V) of
section 2301.03 of the Revised Code, to hear and determine a
request for an order for the support of any child if the request
is not ancillary to an action for divorce, dissolution of
marriage, annulment, or legal separation, a criminal or civil
action involving an allegation of domestic violence, or an
action for support brought under Chapter 3115. of the Revised
Code;

(12) Concerning an action commenced under section 121.38

of the Revised Code;

(13) To hear and determine violations of section 3321.38

of the Revised Code;

(14) To exercise jurisdiction and authority over the
parent, guardian, or other person having care of a child alleged
to be a delinquent child, unruly child, or juvenile traffic
offender, based on and in relation to the allegation pertaining

to the child;

(15) To conduct the hearings, and to make the
determinations, adjudications, and orders authorized or required
under sections 2152.82 to 2152.86 and Chapter 2950. of the
Revised Code regarding a child who has been adjudicated a

delingquent child and to refer the duties conferred upon the
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juvenile court judge under sections 2152.82 to 2152.86 and
Chapter 2950. of the Revised Code to magistrates appointed by

the juvenile court judge in accordance with Juvenile Rule 40;

(16) To hear and determine a petition for a protection
order against a child under section 2151.34 or 3113.31 of the
Revised Code and to enforce a protection order issued or a
consent agreement approved under either section against a child
until a date certain but not later than the date the child

attains nineteen years of age;

(17) Concerning emancipated young adults under sections

2151.45 to 2151.455 of the Revised Code;

(18) To hear and determine a request for a court order to
examine and interview a child who may be an abused, neglected,

or dependent child under section 2151.25 of the Revised Code.

(B) Except as provided in divisions (G)—amd—, (I), and (P)

of section 2301.03 of the Revised Code, the juvenile court has

original jurisdiction under the Revised Code:

(1) To hear and determine all cases of misdemeanors
charging adults with any act or omission with respect to any
child, which act or omission is a violation of any state law or

any municipal ordinance;

(2) To determine the paternity of any child alleged to
have been born out of wedlock pursuant to sections 3111.01 to

3111.18 of the Revised Code;

(3) Under the uniform interstate family support act in

Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code;

(4) To hear and determine an application for an order for

the support of any child, if the child is not a ward of another
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court of this state;

(5) To hear and determine an action commenced under

section 3111.28 of the Revised Code;

(6) To hear and determine a motion filed under section

3119.961 of the Revised Code;

(7) To receive filings under section 3109.74 of the
Revised Code, and to hear and determine actions arising under

sections 3109.51 to 3109.80 of the Revised Code.

(8) To enforce an order for the return of a child made
under the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International

Child Abduction pursuant to section 3127.32 of the Revised Code;

(9) To grant any relief normally available under the laws
of this state to enforce a child custody determination made by a
court of another state and registered in accordance with section

3127.35 of the Revised Code.

(C) The juvenile court, except as to juvenile courts that
are a separate division of the court of common pleas or a
separate and independent juvenile court, has jurisdiction to
hear, determine, and make a record of any action for divorce or
legal separation that involves the custody or care of children
and that is filed in the court of common pleas and certified by
the court of common pleas with all the papers filed in the
action to the juvenile court for trial, provided that no
certification of that nature shall be made to any Jjuvenile court
unless the consent of the juvenile judge first is obtained.
After a certification of that nature is made and consent is
obtained, the juvenile court shall proceed as if the action
originally had been begun in that court, except as to awards for

spousal support or support due and unpaid at the time of
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certification, over which the juvenile court has no

jurisdiction.

(D) The juvenile court, except as provided in division (I)
of section 2301.03 of the Revised Code, has jurisdiction to hear
and determine all matters as to custody and support of children
duly certified by the court of common pleas to the juvenile
court after a divorce decree has been granted, including
jurisdiction to modify the judgment and decree of the court of
common pleas as the same relate to the custody and support of

children.

(E) The juvenile court, except as provided in division (I)
of section 2301.03 of the Revised Code, has jurisdiction to hear
and determine the case of any child certified to the court by
any court of competent jurisdiction if the child comes within
the jurisdiction of the juvenile court as defined by this

section.

(F) (1) The juvenile court shall exercise its jurisdiction
in child custody matters in accordance with sections 3109.04 and
3127.01 to 3127.53 of the Revised Code and, as applicable,
sections 5103.20 to 5103.22 or 5103.23 to 5103.237 of the

Revised Code.

(2) The juvenile court shall exercise its jurisdiction in
child support matters in accordance with section 3109.05 of the

Revised Code.

(G) Any Jjuvenile court that makes or modifies an order for
child support shall comply with Chapters 3119., 3121., 3123.,
and 3125. of the Revised Code. If any person required to pay
child support under an order made by a juvenile court on or

after April 15, 1985, or modified on or after December 1, 1986,
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is found in contempt of court for failure to make support
payments under the order, the court that makes the finding, in
addition to any other penalty or remedy imposed, shall assess
all court costs arising out of the contempt proceeding against
the person and require the person to pay any reasonable
attorney's fees of any adverse party, as determined by the

court, that arose in relation to the act of contempt.

(H) If a child who is charged with an act that would be an
offense if committed by an adult was fourteen years of age or
older and under eighteen years of age at the time of the alleged
act and if the case 1is transferred for criminal prosecution
pursuant to section 2152.12 of the Revised Code, except as
provided in section 2152.121 of the Revised Code, the juvenile
court does not have jurisdiction to hear or determine the case
subsequent to the transfer. The court to which the case is
transferred for criminal prosecution pursuant to that section
has jurisdiction subsequent to the transfer to hear and
determine the case in the same manner as if the case originally
had been commenced in that court, subject to section 2152.121 of
the Revised Code, including, but not limited to, jurisdiction to
accept a plea of guilty or another plea authorized by Criminal
Rule 11 or another section of the Revised Code and jurisdiction
to accept a verdict and to enter a judgment of conviction
pursuant to the Rules of Criminal Procedure against the child
for the commission of the offense that was the basis of the
transfer of the case for criminal prosecution, whether the
conviction is for the same degree or a lesser degree of the
offense charged, for the commission of a lesser-included
offense, or for the commission of another offense that is

different from the offense charged.

(I) If a person under eighteen years of age allegedly
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commits an act that would be a felony if committed by an adult
and i1if the person is not taken into custody or apprehended for
that act until after the person attains twenty-one years of age,
the juvenile court does not have jurisdiction to hear or
determine any portion of the case charging the person with
committing that act. In those circumstances, divisions (A) and
(B) of section 2152.12 of the Revised Code do not apply
regarding the act, and the case charging the person with
committing the act shall be a criminal prosecution commenced and
heard in the appropriate court having jurisdiction of the
offense as if the person had been eighteen years of age or older
when the person committed the act. All proceedings pertaining to
the act shall be within the jurisdiction of the court having
jurisdiction of the offense, and that court has all the
authority and duties in the case that it has in other criminal

cases 1n that court.

(J) In exercising its exclusive original jurisdiction
under division (A) (16) of this section with respect to any
proceedings brought under section 2151.34 or 3113.31 of the
Revised Code in which the respondent is a child, the juvenile
court retains all dispositionary powers consistent with existing
rules of juvenile procedure and may also exercise its discretion
to adjudicate proceedings as provided in sections 2151.34 and
3113.31 of the Revised Code, including the issuance of
protection orders or the approval of consent agreements under

those sections.

Sec. 2301.03. (A) In Franklin county, the judges of the
court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 1, 1953,
January 2, 1953, January 5, 1969, January 5, 1977, January 2,
1997, January 9, 2019, and January 3, 2021, and successors,

shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
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jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges 226
of the court of common pleas of Franklin county and shall be 227
elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas, 228
division of domestic relations. They shall have all the powers 229
relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151. 230
and 2152. of the Revised Code, all parentage proceedings under 231
Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code over which the juvenile court 232
has jurisdiction, and all divorce, dissolution of marriage, 233
legal separation, and annulment cases shall be assigned to them. 234
In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge who is 235
senior in point of service shall serve on the children services 236
board and the county advisory board and shall be the 237
administrator of the domestic relations division and its 238
subdivisions and departments. 239

(B) In Hamilton county: 240

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas, whose term 241
begins on January 1, 1957, and successors, and the judge of the 242
court of common pleas, whose term begins on February 14, 1967, 243
and successors, shall be the juvenile judges as provided in 244
Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, with the powers 245
and jurisdiction conferred by those chapters. 246

(2) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms 247
begin on January 5, 1957, January 16, 1981, and July 1, 1991, 248
and successors, shall be elected and designated as judges of the 249
court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, and shall 250
have assigned to them all divorce, dissolution of marriage, 251
legal separation, and annulment cases coming before the court. 252
On or after the first day of July and before the first day of 253
August of 1991 and each year thereafter, a majority of the 254

judges of the division of domestic relations shall elect one of 255
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the judges of the division as administrative judge of that
division. If a majority of the judges of the division of
domestic relations are unable for any reason to elect an
administrative judge for the division before the first day of
August, a majority of the judges of the Hamilton county court of
common pleas, as soon as possible after that date, shall elect
one of the judges of the division of domestic relations as
administrative judge of that division. The term of the
administrative judge shall begin on the earlier of the first day
of August of the year in which the administrative judge is
elected or the date on which the administrative judge is elected
by a majority of the judges of the Hamilton county court of
common pleas and shall terminate on the date on which the
administrative judge's successor is elected in the following

year.

In addition to the judge's regular duties, the
administrative judge of the division of domestic relations shall
be the administrator of the domestic relations division and its
subdivisions and departments and shall have charge of the
employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the
division engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases, including any referees considered necessary by

the judges in the discharge of their various duties.

The administrative judge of the division of domestic
relations also shall designate the title, compensation, expense
allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of the
personnel of the division, and shall fix the duties of its
personnel. The duties of the personnel, in addition to those
provided for in other sections of the Revised Code, shall

include the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce,
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dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases
and counseling and conciliation services that may be made
available to persons requesting them, whether or not the persons

are parties to an action pending in the division.

The board of county commissioners shall appropriate the
sum of money each year as will meet all the administrative
expenses of the division of domestic relations, including
reasonable expenses of the domestic relations judges and the
division counselors and other employees designated to conduct
the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases,
conciliation and counseling, and all matters relating to those
cases and counseling, and the expenses involved in the
attendance of division personnel at domestic relations and
welfare conferences designated by the division, and the further
sum each year as will provide for the adequate operation of the

division of domestic relations.

The compensation and expenses of all employees and the
salary and expenses of the judges shall be paid by the county
treasurer from the money appropriated for the operation of the
division, upon the warrant of the county auditor, certified to
by the administrative judge of the division of domestic

relations.

The summonses, warrants, citations, subpoenas, and other
writs of the division may issue to a bailiff, constable, or
staff investigator of the division or to the sheriff of any
county or any marshal, constable, or police officer, and the
provisions of law relating to the subpoenaing of witnesses in
other cases shall apply insofar as they are applicable. When a

summons, warrant, citation, subpoena, or other writ is issued to
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an officer, other than a bailiff, constable, or staff 317
investigator of the division, the expense of serving it shall be 318
assessed as a part of the costs in the case involved. 319

(3) The judge of the court of common pleas of Hamilton 320
county whose term begins on January 3, 1997, and the successors 321
to that judge shall each be elected and designated as the drug 322
court judge of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county. The 323
drug court judge may accept or reject any case referred to the 324
drug court judge under division (B) (3) of this section. After 325
the drug court judge accepts a referred case, the drug court 326
judge has full authority over the case, including the authority 327
to conduct arraignment, accept pleas, enter findings and 328
dispositions, conduct trials, order treatment, and if treatment 329
is not successfully completed pronounce and enter sentence. 330

A judge of the general division of the court of common 331
pleas of Hamilton county and a judge of the Hamilton county 332
municipal court may refer to the drug court judge any case, and 333
any companion cases, the judge determines meet the criteria 334
described under divisions (B) (3) (a) and (b) of this section. If 335
the drug court judge accepts referral of a referred case, the 336
case, and any companion cases, shall be transferred to the drug 337
court judge. A judge may refer a case meeting the criteria 338
described in divisions (B) (3) (a) and (b) of this section that 339
involves a violation of a condition of a community control 340
sanction to the drug court judge, and, if the drug court judge 341
accepts the referral, the referring judge and the drug court 342
judge have concurrent jurisdiction over the case. 343

A judge of the general division of the court of common 344
pleas of Hamilton county and a judge of the Hamilton county 345

municipal court may refer a case to the drug court judge under 346
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division (B) (3) of this section if the judge determines that

both of the following apply:
(a) One of the following applies:

(1) The case involves a drug abuse offense, as defined in
section 2925.01 of the Revised Code, that is a felony of the
third or fourth degree if the offense is committed prior to July
1, 1996, a felony of the third, fourth, or fifth degree if the

offense is committed on or after July 1, 1996, or a misdemeanor.

(1ii) The case involves a theft offense, as defined in
section 2913.01 of the Revised Code, that is a felony of the
third or fourth degree if the offense is committed prior to July
1, 1996, a felony of the third, fourth, or fifth degree if the
offense is committed on or after July 1, 1996, or a misdemeanor,
and the defendant is drug or alcohol dependent or in danger of
becoming drug or alcohol dependent and would benefit from

treatment.
(b) All of the following apply:

(1) The case involves an offense for which a community
control sanction may be imposed or is a case in which a
mandatory prison term or a mandatory jail term is not required

to be imposed.
(ii) The defendant has no history of violent behavior.
(iii) The defendant has no history of mental illness.

(iv) The defendant's current or past behavior, or both, is

drug or alcohol driven.

(v) The defendant demonstrates a sincere willingness to

participate in a fifteen-month treatment process.
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(vi) The defendant has no acute health condition.

(vii) If the defendant is incarcerated, the county

prosecutor approves of the referral.

(4) If the administrative judge of the court of common
pleas of Hamilton county determines that the volume of cases
pending before the drug court judge does not constitute a
sufficient caseload for the drug court judge, the administrative
judge, 1in accordance with the Rules of Superintendence for
Courts of Common Pleas, shall assign individual cases to the
drug court judge from the general docket of the court. If the
assignments so occur, the administrative judge shall cease the
assignments when the administrative judge determines that the
volume of cases pending before the drug court judge constitutes

a sufficient caseload for the drug court judge.

(5) As used in division (B) of this section, "community

control sanction," "mandatory prison term," and "mandatory Jjail
term" have the same meanings as in section 2929.01 of the

Revised Code.
(C) (1) In Lorain county:

(a) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 3, 1959, January 4, 1989, and January 2, 1999,
and successors, and the judge of the court of common pleas whose
term begins on February 9, 2009, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court
of common pleas of Lorain county and shall be elected and
designated as the judges of the court of common pleas, division
of domestic relations. The judges of the court of common pleas

whose terms begin on January 3, 1959, January 4, 1989, and
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January 2, 1999, and successors, shall have all of the powers
relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151.
and 2152. of the Revised Code, all parentage proceedings over
which the juvenile court has jurisdiction, and all divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases
shall be assigned to them, except cases that for some special
reason are assigned to some other judge of the court of common
pleas. From February 9, 2009, through September 28, 2009, the
judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on February
9, 2009, shall have all the powers relating to juvenile courts,
and cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code,
parentage proceedings over which the juvenile court has
jurisdiction, and divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal
separation, and annulment cases shall be assigned to that judge,
except cases that for some special reason are assigned to some

other judge of the court of common pleas.

(b) From January 1, 2006, through September 28, 2009, the
judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic
relations, in addition to the powers and jurisdiction set forth
in division (C) (1) (a) of this section, shall have jurisdiction
over matters that are within the jurisdiction of the probate
court under Chapter 2101. and other provisions of the Revised

Code.

(c) The judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations, whose term begins on February 9, 2009, is
the successor to the probate judge who was elected in 2002 for a
term that began on February 9, 2003. After September 28, 2009,
the judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic
relations, whose term begins on February 9, 2009, shall be the

probate Jjudge.
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(2) (a) From February 9, 2009, through September 28, 2009,
with respect to Lorain county, all references in law to the
probate court shall be construed as references to the court of
common pleas, division of domestic relations, and all references
to the probate judge shall be construed as references to the
judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic

relations.

(b) From February 9, 2009, through September 28, 2009,
with respect to Lorain county, all references in law to the
clerk of the probate court shall be construed as references to
the judge who is serving pursuant to Rule 4 of the Rules of
Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio as the administrative
judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic

relations.
(D) In Lucas county:

(1) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 1, 1955, and January 3, 1965, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Lucas county and shall be
elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. All divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases shall be

assigned to them.

The judge of the division of domestic relations, senior in
point of service, shall be considered as the presiding judge of
the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, and
shall be charged exclusively with the assignment and division of
the work of the division and the employment and supervision of

all other personnel of the domestic relations division.
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(2) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms 463
begin on January 5, 1977, and January 2, 1991, and successors 464
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and 465
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges 466
of the court of common pleas of Lucas county, shall be elected 467
and designated as Jjudges of the court of common pleas, juvenile 468
division, and shall be the juvenile judges as provided in 469
Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code with the powers and 470
jurisdictions conferred by those chapters. In addition to the 471
judge's regular duties, the judge of the court of common pleas, 472
juvenile division, senior in point of service, shall be the 473
administrator of the juvenile division and its subdivisions and 474
departments and shall have charge of the employment, assignment, 475
and supervision of the personnel of the division engaged in 476
handling, servicing, or investigating juvenile cases, including 477
any referees considered necessary by the judges of the division 478
in the discharge of their various duties. 479

The judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, 480
senior in point of service, also shall designate the title, 481
compensation, expense allowance, hours, leaves of absence, and 482
vacation of the personnel of the division and shall fix the 483
duties of the personnel of the division. The duties of the 484
personnel, in addition to other statutory duties include the 485
handling, servicing, and investigation of juvenile cases and 486
counseling and conciliation services that may be made available 487
to persons requesting them, whether or not the persons are 488
parties to an action pending in the division. 489

(3) If one of the judges of the court of common pleas, 490
division of domestic relations, or one of the judges of the 491
juvenile division is sick, absent, or unable to perform that 492

judge's judicial duties or the volume of cases pending in that 493



H. B. No. 648 Page 18
As Introduced

judge's division necessitates it, the duties shall be performed 494
by the judges of the other of those divisions. 495

(E) In Mahoning county: 496

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term 497
began on January 1, 1955, and successors, shall have the same 498
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and 499
receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of 500
common pleas of Mahoning county, shall be elected and designated 501
as judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic 502
relations, and shall be assigned all the divorce, dissolution of 503
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases coming before 504
the court. In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge 505
of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, 506
shall be the administrator of the domestic relations division 507
and its subdivisions and departments and shall have charge of 508
the employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of 509
the division engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating 510
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and 511
annulment cases, including any referees considered necessary in 512
the discharge of the various duties of the Jjudge's office. 513

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation, 514
expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of 515
the personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the 516
personnel of the division. The duties of the personnel, in 517
addition to other statutory duties, include the handling, 518
servicing, and investigation of divorce, dissolution of 519
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and counseling 520
and conciliation services that may be made available to persons 521
requesting them, whether or not the persons are parties to an 522

action pending in the division. 523
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(2) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
began on January 2, 1969, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of
common pleas of Mahoning county, shall be elected and designated
as judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, and
shall be the juvenile judge as provided in Chapters 2151. and
2152. of the Revised Code, with the powers and jurisdictions
conferred by those chapters. In addition to the judge's regular
duties, the judge of the court of common pleas, Jjuvenile
division, shall be the administrator of the juvenile division
and its subdivisions and departments and shall have charge of
the employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of
the division engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating
juvenile cases, including any referees considered necessary by

the judge in the discharge of the judge's wvarious duties.

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation,
expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacation of
the personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the
personnel of the division. The duties of the personnel, in
addition to other statutory duties, include the handling,
servicing, and investigation of juvenile cases and counseling
and conciliation services that may be made available to persons
requesting them, whether or not the persons are parties to an

action pending in the division.

(3) If a judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations or Jjuvenile division, is sick, absent, or
unable to perform that judge's judicial duties, or the volume of
cases pending in that judge's division necessitates it, that
judge's duties shall be performed by another judge of the court

of common pleas.
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(F) In Montgomery county:

(1) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 2, 1953, and January 4, 1977, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Montgomery county and shall be
elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. These judges shall have assigned
to them all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation,

and annulment cases.

The judge of the division of domestic relations, senior in
point of service, shall be charged exclusively with the
assignment and division of the work of the division and shall
have charge of the employment and supervision of the personnel
of the division engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases, including any necessary referees, except those
employees who may be appointed by the judge, junior in point of
service, under this section and sections 2301.12 and 2301.18 of
the Revised Code. The judge of the division of domestic
relations, senior in point of service, also shall designate the
title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall

fix their duties.

(2) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 1, 1953, and January 1, 1993, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Montgomery county, shall be

elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas,
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juvenile division, and shall be, and have the powers and
jurisdiction of, the juvenile judge as provided in Chapters

2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code.

In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge of
the court of common pleas, juvenile division, senior in point of
service, shall be the administrator of the juvenile division and
its subdivisions and departments and shall have charge of the
employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the
juvenile division, including any necessary referees, who are
engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating juvenile cases.
The judge, senior in point of service, also shall designate the
title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall
fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition to
other statutory duties, shall include the handling, servicing,
and investigation of juvenile cases and of any counseling and
conciliation services that are available upon request to
persons, whether or not they are parties to an action pending in

the division.

If one of the judges of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations, or one of the judges of the
court of common pleas, juvenile division, is sick, absent, or
unable to perform that judge's duties or the volume of cases
pending in that judge's division necessitates it, the duties of
that judge may be performed by the judge or judges of the other

of those divisions.
(G) In Richland county:

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 1, 1957, and successors, shall have the same

qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and

Page 21

585
586
587

588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
600
601
602
603

604
605
606
607
608
609
610

611

612
613
614



H. B. No. 648
As Introduced

receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court
of common pleas of Richland county and shall be elected and
designated as judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations. That judge shall be assigned and hear all
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases, all domestic violence cases arising under
section 3113.31 of the Revised Code, and all post-decree
proceedings arising from any case pertaining to any of those
matters. The division of domestic relations has concurrent
jurisdiction with the juvenile division of the court of common
pleas of Richland county to determine the care, custody, or
control of any child not a ward of another court of this state,
and to hear and determine a request for an order for the support
of any child if the request is not ancillary to an action for
divorce, dissolution of marriage, annulment, or legal
separation, a criminal or civil action involving an allegation
of domestic violence, or an action for support brought under
Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code. Except in cases that are
subject to the exclusive original jurisdiction of the juvenile
court, the judge of the division of domestic relations shall be
assigned and hear all cases pertaining to paternity or
parentage, the care, custody, or control of children, parenting
time or visitation, child support, or the allocation of parental
rights and responsibilities for the care of children, all
proceedings arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, all
proceedings arising under the uniform interstate family support
act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code, and all
post-decree proceedings arising from any case pertaining to any

of those matters.

In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge of

the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, shall
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be the administrator of the domestic relations division and its
subdivisions and departments. The judge shall have charge of the
employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the
domestic relations division, including any magistrates the judge
considers necessary for the discharge of the judge's duties. The
judge shall also designate the title, compensation, expense
allowances, hours, leaves of absence, vacation, and other
employment-related matters of the personnel of the division and

shall fix their duties.

(2) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 3, 2005, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of
common pleas of Richland county, shall be elected and designated
as judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, and
shall be, and have the powers and jurisdiction of, the juvenile
judge as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised
Code. Except in cases that are subject to the exclusive original
jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the judge of the juvenile
division shall not have jurisdiction or the power to hear, and
shall not be assigned, any case pertaining to paternity or
parentage, the care, custody, or control of children, parenting
time or visitation, child support, or the allocation of parental
rights and responsibilities for the care of children or any
post-decree proceeding arising from any case pertaining to any
of those matters. The judge of the juvenile division shall not
have jurisdiction or the power to hear, and shall not be
assigned, any proceeding under the uniform interstate family

support act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code.

In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge of

the juvenile division shall be the administrator of the juvenile
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division and its subdivisions and departments. The judge shall
have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of
the personnel of the juvenile division who are engaged in
handling, servicing, or investigating juvenile cases, including
any magistrates whom the judge considers necessary for the

discharge of the judge's various duties.

The judge of the juvenile division also shall designate
the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall
fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition to
other statutory duties, include the handling, servicing, and
investigation of juvenile cases and providing any counseling,
conciliation, and mediation services that the court makes
available to persons, whether or not the persons are parties to

an action pending in the court, who request the services.

(H) (1) In Stark county, the judges of the court of common
pleas whose terms begin on January 1, 1953, January 2, 1959, and
January 1, 1993, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of
common pleas of Stark county and shall be elected and designated
as judges of the court of common pleas, family court division.
They shall have all the powers relating to juvenile courts, and
all cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code,
all parentage proceedings over which the juvenile court has
jurisdiction, and all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal
separation, and annulment cases, except cases that are assigned
to some other judge of the court of common pleas for some

special reason, shall be assigned to the judges.

(2) The judge of the family court division, second most
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senior in point of service, shall have charge of the employment
and supervision of the personnel of the division engaged in
handling, servicing, or investigating divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, and necessary

referees required for the judge's respective court.

(3) The judge of the family court division, senior in
point of service, shall be charged exclusively with the
administration of sections 2151.13, 2151.16, 2151.17, and
2152.71 of the Revised Code and with the assignment and division
of the work of the division and the employment and supervision
of all other personnel of the division, including, but not
limited to, that judge's necessary referees, but excepting those
employees who may be appointed by the judge second most senior
in point of service. The senior judge further shall serve in
every other position in which the statutes permit or require a

juvenile judge to serve.

(4) On and after September 29, 2015, all references in law

to "the division of domestic relations," "the domestic relations
division," "the domestic relations court," "the judge of the
division of domestic relations,”™ or "the judge of the domestic
relations division" shall be construed, with respect to Stark
county, as being references to "the family court division" or

"the judge of the family court division."
(I) In Summit county:

(1) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 4, 1967, and January 6, 1993, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Summit county and shall be

elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas,
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division of domestic relations. The judges of the division of
domestic relations shall have assigned to them and hear all
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases that come before the court. Except in cases that
are subject to the exclusive original jurisdiction of the
juvenile court, the judges of the division of domestic relations
shall have assigned to them and hear all cases pertaining to
paternity, custody, visitation, child support, or the allocation
of parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children
and all post-decree proceedings arising from any case pertaining
to any of those matters. The judges of the division of domestic
relations shall have assigned to them and hear all proceedings
under the uniform interstate family support act contained in

Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code.

The judge of the division of domestic relations, senior in
point of service, shall be the administrator of the domestic
relations division and its subdivisions and departments and
shall have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision
of the personnel of the division, including any necessary
referees, who are engaged in handling, servicing, or
investigating divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal
separation, and annulment cases. That judge also shall designate
the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacations of the personnel of the division and
shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition
to other statutory duties, shall include the handling,
servicing, and investigation of divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and of any
counseling and conciliation services that are available upon
request to all persons, whether or not they are parties to an

action pending in the division.
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(2) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on January 1, 1955, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of
common pleas of Summit county, shall be elected and designated
as judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, and
shall be, and have the powers and jurisdiction of, the juvenile
judge as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised
Code. Except in cases that are subject to the exclusive original
jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the judge of the juvenile
division shall not have jurisdiction or the power to hear, and
shall not be assigned, any case pertaining to paternity,
custody, visitation, child support, or the allocation of
parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children or
any post-decree proceeding arising from any case pertaining to
any of those matters. The judge of the juvenile division shall
not have jurisdiction or the power to hear, and shall not be
assigned, any proceeding under the uniform interstate family

support act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code.

The juvenile judge shall be the administrator of the
juvenile division and its subdivisions and departments and shall
have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of
the personnel of the juvenile division, including any necessary
referees, who are engaged in handling, servicing, or
investigating juvenile cases. The judge also shall designate the
title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall
fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition to
other statutory duties, shall include the handling, servicing,
and investigation of juvenile cases and of any counseling and

conciliation services that are available upon request to
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persons, whether or not they are parties to an action pending in

the division.

(J) In Trumbull county, the judges of the court of common
pleas whose terms begin on January 1, 1953, and January 2, 1977,
and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the
same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation
as other judges of the court of common pleas of Trumbull county
and shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of
common pleas, division of domestic relations. They shall have
all the powers relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under
Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, all parentage
proceedings over which the juvenile court has jurisdiction, and
all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases shall be assigned to them, except cases that for
some special reason are assigned to some other judge of the

court of common pleas.
(K) In Butler county:

(1) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms
begin on January 1, 1957, and January 4, 1993, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Butler county and shall be
elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. The judges of the division of
domestic relations shall have assigned to them all divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases
coming before the court, except in cases that for some special
reason are assigned to some other judge of the court of common
pleas. The judges of the division of domestic relations also

have concurrent jurisdiction with judges of the juvenile
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division of the court of common pleas of Butler county with
respect to and may hear cases to determine the custody, support,
or custody and support of a child who is born of issue of a
marriage and who is not the ward of another court of this state,
cases commenced by a party of the marriage to obtain an order
requiring support of any child when the request for that order
is not ancillary to an action for divorce, dissolution of
marriage, annulment, or legal separation, a criminal or civil
action involving an allegation of domestic violence, an action
for support under Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code, or an
action that is within the exclusive original jurisdiction of the
juvenile division of the court of common pleas of Butler county
and that involves an allegation that the child is an abused,
neglected, or dependent child, and post-decree proceedings and
matters arising from those types of cases. The judge senior in
point of service shall be charged with the assignment and
division of the work of the division and with the employment and
supervision of all other personnel of the domestic relations

division.

The judge senior in point of service also shall designate
the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of
absence, and vacations of the personnel of the division and
shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition
to other statutory duties, shall include the handling,
servicing, and investigation of divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and providing
any counseling and conciliation services that the division makes
available to persons, whether or not the persons are parties to

an action pending in the division, who request the services.

(2) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms

begin on January 3, 1987, and January 2, 2003, and successors,
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shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges
of the court of common pleas of Butler county, shall be elected
and designated as Jjudges of the court of common pleas, juvenile
division, and shall be the juvenile judges as provided in
Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, with the powers
and jurisdictions conferred by those chapters. Except in cases
that are subject to the exclusive original jurisdiction of the
juvenile court, the judges of the juvenile division shall not
have jurisdiction or the power to hear and shall not be
assigned, but shall have the limited ability and authority to
certify, any case commenced by a party of a marriage to
determine the custody, support, or custody and support of a
child who is born of issue of the marriage and who is not the
ward of another court of this state when the request for the
order in the case is not ancillary to an action for divorce,
dissolution of marriage, annulment, or legal separation. The
judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, who is
senior in point of service, shall be the administrator of the
juvenile division and its subdivisions and departments. The
judge, senior in point of service, shall have charge of the
employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the
juvenile division who are engaged in handling, servicing, or
investigating juvenile cases, including any referees whom the
judge considers necessary for the discharge of the judge's

various duties.

The judge, senior in point of service, also shall
designate the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours,
leaves of absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division
and shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in

addition to other statutory duties, include the handling,

Page 30

860
861
862
863
864
865
866
867
868
869
870
871
872
873
874
875
876
877
878
879
880
881
882
883
884
885

886
887
888
889
890



H. B. No. 648
As Introduced

servicing, and investigation of juvenile cases and providing any
counseling and conciliation services that the division makes
available to persons, whether or not the persons are parties to

an action pending in the division, who request the services.

(3) If a judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations or Jjuvenile division, is sick, absent, or
unable to perform that judge's judicial duties or the volume of
cases pending in the judge's division necessitates it, the
duties of that judge shall be performed by the other judges of

the domestic relations and juvenile divisions.

(L) (1) In Cuyahoga county, the judges of the court of
common pleas whose terms begin on January 8, 1961, January 9,
1961, January 18, 1975, January 19, 1975, and January 13, 1987,
and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the
same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation
as other judges of the court of common pleas of Cuyahoga county
and shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of
common pleas, division of domestic relations. They shall have
all the powers relating to all divorce, dissolution of marriage,
legal separation, and annulment cases, except in cases that are
assigned to some other judge of the court of common pleas for

some special reason.

(2) The administrative judge is administrator of the
domestic relations division and its subdivisions and departments

and has the following powers concerning division personnel:

(a) Full charge of the employment, assignment, and

supervision;

(b) Sole determination of compensation, duties, expenses,

allowances, hours, leaves, and vacations.
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(3) "Division personnel" include persons employed or
referees engaged in hearing, servicing, investigating,
counseling, or conciliating divorce, di