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HOUSE BILL 674

N1 EMERGENCY BILL 21r1657
CF SB 384

By: Delegates Stewart, Amprey, Charkoudian, Cullison, D. Jones, Lehman,
Lierman, Love, Moon, Palakovich Carr, Ruth, Shetty, and Solomon

Introduced and read first time: January 31, 2022

Assigned to: Environment and Transportation

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 26, 2022

CHAPTER
AN ACT concerning

Landlord and Tenant — Stay of Eviction Proceeding for Rental Assistance
Determination

FOR the purpose of providing for the stay of certain eviction proceedings when a tenant is
waiting for a determination on an application for rental assistance; and generally
relating to eviction proceedings.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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(a) This section applies only to a tenant who has an application for rental

assistance pending with an agency that distributes funds for rental assistance that was
submitted before or within 30 days after the tenant’s landlord filed a written complaint
under § 8-401(b) of the Real Property Article.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law and subject to subsections (c) and (d) of this
section, if a tenant presents evidence satisfactory to the court that the tenant is currently
waiting for a determination regarding a good—faith application for rental assistance from
an agency that distributes funds for rental assistance, the court shall:

(1) if judgment has not been entered, stay any proceeding until resolution
of the tenant’s application and disbursement of any funds awarded; or

(2) if judgment has been entered in favor of the landlord and the tenant
has the right of redemption, stay the execution of any warrant of restitution or order
requiring the tenant to surrender the premises until resolution of the tenant’s application
and disbursement of any funds awarded.

(¢) A stay ordered under subsection (b) of this section may not exceed 35 days.

(d) The court may not stay a proceeding under subsection (b)(2) of this section if
the court stayed the proceeding under subsection (b)(1) of this section.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act is an emergency
measure, is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health or safety, has
been passed by a yea and nay vote supported by three—fifths of all the members elected to
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each of the two Houses of the General Assembly, and shall take effect from the date it is
enacted. It shall remain effective through September 30, 2025, and, at the end of September
30, 2025, this Act, with no further action required by the General Assembly, shall be
abrogated and of no further force and effect.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.



