WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 577

Chapter 577

(Senate Bill 830)

AN ACT concerning

Environmental Health Specialists and Os s
and Septic Systems Permlttlng %eﬁe#m Studles
(Environmental Health Systems Support Act of 2023)

’ : requiring the Department of the
Env1r0nment and the Maryland Department of Health, in conjunction with the
Board of Environmental Health Specialists, to conduct a certain study; requiring the
Department of the Environment, $e-eentraet in consultation with the Department of
Legislative Services and the University of Maryland Agriculture and Food Systems
Extension Program, to conduct a certain study; and generally relating to studying
environmental health specialists and well and septic systems permitting.
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(a) The Department of the Environment and the Maryland Department of Health,
in conjunction with the Board of Environmental Health Specialists, shall conduct a study
on staffing needs for environmental health specialists in local health departments.

(b) The study shall include:
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(1) an analysis of the educational and licensing requirements for
environmental health specialists, including recommendations on any revisions to the
requirements to aid in recruitment and retention;

(2) an analysis of the competitiveness of wages for current environmental
health specialists compared to other states’ specialists and specialists in the private sector;
and

3) an analysis of the feasibility of establishing an apprenticeship program
for environmental health specialists.

(c) On or before December 1, 2023, the Department of the Environment and the
Maryland Department of Health shall submit a report of their findings and
recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1257 of the State
Government Article, the General Assembly.

SECTION 3- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:

(a) (1) The Department of the Environment, in consultation with the
Department of Legislative Services and shal—eentraet—wath the University of Maryland
Agriculture and Food Systems Extension Program, e shall study the implications of the
delegation of the Department’s authority related to well and septic systems permitting to
the Maryland Department of Health.

(2)  The study shall address:

(1) the benefits of and issues with the existing system of the
Department delegating authority related to well and septic systems;

(i1)  lessons that can be drawn from other states’ administrative
structure and accountability measures; and

(i11) the optimal long—term staff organization structure to best
address issues of delays, communication, and customer service.

(3) In conductmg the study, the Hass
K carr Department of the Env1ronment shall consult W1th

interim report of 1ts flndlngs and any recommendations for legislative or administrative

changes to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2—-1257 of the State Government Article,
the General Assembly.
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(2  On or before December 1, 2024, the Department of the Environment
shall submit a final report of its findings and any recommendations for legislative or
administrative changes to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1257 of the State
Government Article, the General Assembly.

SECTION =4= 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
July 1, 2023. Seetion 2 et It shall remain effective for a period of d=peaz 2
years and, at the end of June 30 2025, this Act, with no further
act10n required by the General Assembly, shall be abrogated and of no further force and
effect.

Approved by the Governor, May 8, 2023.



